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structure Tvee: LOFT | square reer: 875 [ Location: PORTLAND
T T

“Built to fit

ResiDenTs: 2, PLUS ADOG

life,” says Monique Menconi. “A
2,500-square-foot ‘ranchalow’ with a

‘ “We had the quintessential Portland
| finished basement, chickens, an amaz-

I wanted ing garden.” But then? “We grew out of

to start it.” It's not that Monique and her hus-
with band, John, craved a

a clean McMansion. Rather,
slate. If they wanted to live
we bad more efficiently.

a bigger So they downsized,
unit, we purchasing an

wouldn’t 875-square-foot loft in

bave done Portland’s Pearl Dis-

a major trict and hiring interior

remodel. | designers Jessica Helgerson and Mira
—MONIQUE | Eng-Goetz to reconfigure the home.
MENCONI |

Today, the loft's main 15- by 30-foot
space s kitchen, home office, dining
room, and living room. “The irony is

”j

| we have more space for the things that
| really matter,” says Monique. “We could
| easily have 20 people over and spread

out from the kitchen to living room.”
DESIGN: Jessica Helgerson Interior

Design, Portland; jbinteriordesign.com.
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10 SECRETS OF SMALL

* 1. Go big on the
ow factor. When

the kitchen is the
highlight of a floor
plan, tile is a state-
ment of style. The
textural glazed thin
brick rises to the sof-
fit and covers the
range hood.

- 2. Solve problems
with a sectional.
For efficient rooms,
Helgerson ignores
the prevailing design
wisdom about pulling
sofes toward the cen-

ter of  room. “We

can squeeze a lot of
people info a small
space by building
seating right up
against the walls,”
she says. The sofa is
so large that “10 or
12 people could sit
on it, and o few could
use itfo sleep over-
night” says Monique.
“IF's almost the width
of a twin be

3. Expect more
from walls. Plain
walls are under-
achievers. Helgerson
lined the one that

separates the living
room and bathroom
end-fo-end with
shelves for the Men-
onis' books. In the
kitchen,  bump-out
separates the kitchen
and living area, while
open shelves and a
counter are the per-
fect spot fo set out a
buffet or drinks. “I've

reaching up, grab-
bing a plate, and
putting food on it,”
Monique says.
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! 8. Take lighting off the
floor. When every inch
counts, there’s no extra

the custom headboard.
Helgerson strung glass
pandanis from the I
room’s ceiling fo

sectional (page se)

1 9. Float it. Wall-mounted
cabinets don't save much
square footage, but the

living room credenza

10. Have furniture

every piece in the loft
functions as storage.
Drawers beneath the
sectional contain dog
leashes, exercise gear,
cords, and guest bedding.
Notebooks and other
work-fromhome equip-
ment are in the credenza
€ under the TV. And draw-
ers hidden in the bed’s
platform hold books. &

Vote for the best
space-savvy ideas

our first-e

Space Big Dreams home

awards, through March 31:

sunset.com/homeawards.

————————— 4.Reach the ceiling. the bedroom back to 7. Infuse the space -
Awall of floor-toceiling ~ ground level to take warmth, ltems with
T onngrse cabinets uses cllvalloble  advantage of one ofthe  istory ond foxtura keep
™ g vertical space to hold condo’s large windows, a home from feeling utili-
22| what the kitchen drawers  then put walls around it.  tarian, Hu|garson says.
| || con't: @ pantry, small ap-  The privacy “makes the  Her tear
Ll L]l i Sogfostiand " bedhsome mars wdtle  aoisting euing
Ll extradishware for enter-  space,” John says. ool 4ok wad
o] faining. “We use the fop and chose a rough-
cabinets to store coolers, | 6. Swap cabinets for  textured thin brick for
luggage, and exira bed- | drawers. Standard kitch-  the kitchen. Decorative
ding,” Monique says. en cabinets often have  fouches like the Moroccan-
e unreachable, wasted style rug and leather
serore 5. De-loft the loft. The | back corners. Instead, the  poufs in the living room
oo | former floor plan includ- | Menconis prefer drawers.  (page 56) and the appli- [ — [ —— KITCHEN TILE
N ed alofted bedroom—a | “They're big, deep, and  quéd headboard in the 175 et dass doon; $730,; yliving.com. About $2.25 brick;
misguided effort to save | you can pull them out all  bedroom (top right) add granbrique.com.
space. Helgerson moved | the way,” John says. warmth oo,
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